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7 ACHARIAS, the father.of John the Baptiſt, 

was a prieſt, who miniſtered before the Lord; 
s wife's name was Elizabeth, and ſhe was of the 
amily of Aaron. They were both, we are told, 
Wighteous people, © walking in all the command- 
dents and ordinances of the Lord blameleſs.” 
charias and his wife were both arrived at an ad- 
anced age, but had no child; all hope of ſuch an 
vent had long ſubſided, and they ſaw themſelves 
eſcending childleſs” to the grave. It was Zacha- 
ass turn, rater to his office of prieſt, to burn 


cenſe in the Temple, while the people were pray- 
k without. White he was thus employed, an an- 
tel of the Lord appeared to him, ſtanding dn the 
Night fide of the Altar, and Zacharias was ſtruck 


ith fear oy corrſternation. But the heavenly 
tefſenger ba 


that ms 


de him not be alarmed, for 


x0 4-7 

prayer was heard, and that his wife Elizabe 
ſhould bear him a ſon, whoſe name he ſhould d 
John: Thou ſhalt have joy and gladnels,” ec 
'tinued the angel, and many ſhall rejoice at | 
birth. For he ſhall be great in the fight of f 


Lord, and ſhall drink neither wine nor ſtre 
drink; and he ſhall be filled with the Holy Gba 
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even fr is other's womb z and many of ter 
chi 4.65 þ ſrael ſhall” he 12 to the Lord theben 
God. And he ſhall go before him, in the ſpin this 
and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathedſÞ ſtri 
to the children, and the diſobedient to the wiſdoge ar 
of the juſt, to make ready a people prepared rouę 
the Lord,” | Wings 
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By theſe words of the angel we clearly ſee, ho 
totally repugnant to the holy ſpirit is every kind( 
ekceſs; if we expect that our bodies ſhould | 
- temples for the holy ſpirit of God: to inhabit, . 
which the ſoripture tells us they are deſigned, 
muſt keep them purified from all uncleanneſs, 1 
muſt avoid intemperance, either in drinking or e 


ing; the firſt naturally inflames the paſſions, anſſſudle, 
the laſt, gluttony, which is a vice of no leſs magnifomm 
tude, renders our apprehenſion dull, and our fende 
rits. ſluggiſh, and incapable of, entering with alacſhpon 
ty into our religious duties. Temperance and nende: 
deration fit us, on the, contrary, to receive Maht, 


thoſe ſpiritual gifts and holy graces. which our hep re 

venly father has promiſed to beſtow on thoſe. Model 

walk before him in true ſimplicity of heart, ee 

faith in his promiſes: we cannot pleaſe God wifi c 
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- 


D 
ut faith, and ought to make it our conſtant prayer 


ut he will be pleaſed to give us that true convie- 
mn of the truth of his word, that is neceflary for 


„ CC 
» at ir happineſs here, and our falvation hereafter; I 1 
of , for our happineſs here; for ſurely nothing can _ 


ſtrand to it ſo effentially as a faith in'thoſe glorious 
Obo omiſes made to us throughout the holy ſcriptures, - 
of i tending to aſſure us of a blefled mmortality, 
d theben we have laid down the cumberſome "ſhackles 
e ſpiſ his mortal life; what but this could enable us 
fatheÞ itruggle, without repining with the varibus ills 
viſdoe are doomed to encounter in our pilgrim 
ed rough this world, where every revolving':d 


Dings along with it pain or ſorrow, guilt, or dif 
pointment ; for I believe that were the beſt and 


drinkWe happieſt, ſingly and impartially to review each 
„ hofſWerticular day of bis exiſtence, he would find few 
ind at were not marked with one of theſe; ſome 
11d Hfanſitory Cloud, will intervene, to throw a'gloom 
it, Mrer our brighteſt enjoyments; and though many 


us may flatter ourſelves we are exempt from 
ual guilt, we ſhall, I fear, find ourſelves, upon 
n impartial review of our conduct, too oftenicu}- 
ible, from the omiſſion of good, if not from the 
ommiſſion of evil: our very thoughts will osten 
ondema us, how ſeldom do we keep thatftrit guard 
pon them, which the depravity of human nature 
Fenders indiſpenſibly neceſſary, how vain and 
ght, to ſay no worſe, are they at the beſt, how 
ir removed from that purity of which we have a 
nodel in the life of our bleſſed Saviour? Such is 


e WI 8 : 
„ Ae evil our great enemy the devil bas, and is 
wil conſtantly ſowing into our nature, that the 
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be leit taheth aint de Math faith 
with o 


Paul, 4% confinyally;”: but how. earheſt 
- ebriſtian;ſtroggle- with, the evil of his nature? l 
jv fully will hejencounter all that, his Tpiritual4 
ral enemies can contrive, . when be relle! 
_ that. bleſſed immortality. which, will reward 
bis toils; end be the price of his vigtory with 
a finn faith in the promiſes, of God, how tanpui 
would be his efforts, bow joyleſs his exiſtend 
ve will ſuppoſe, him ſurrounded wick afflueng 
and that the low. enjoyments, of ſenſe, in oth 
words, the pleaſures of this life can content 177 
this caſe what a torment vill it be to him to 
fteR on the ſhortneſs of human exiſtenc ; to 


fed that every day brings him nearer to that MPebol 
riod: when be muſt give up all” thoſe things! I! th 
which his happineſs is centered, and enter upon 
Rate of exiſtence, wholly new to him, on oh Thi 
perhaps, he has not beſtowed a thought, of Mert o. 
FTormed only vague and confuſed ideas; for ec „ 
fuſed and uncertain all ideas muſt be on this fung 
3.4 " Ja to one who does not take the light of rev, 


tion, which God, in mercy. to our blindneſs 3 
. forlorn condition, has granted. us: faith, the 
fore, in the promiſes, of God is not only neceſſ 
to our eternal welfare, but to our happineſs 
this life, and this faith muſt be kept up not 0 
by. conſtantly reading and refle&ing on the 
ſpeakable goodneſs of God; but, by conſt 
—_—_— and ſupplication; for we find that Sa 
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— [fd had. ſent to him; for hp I me e 


told him, that his wife ſhould conceive an 
ar 3 fon, inſtead of replying as the Vir 
lid, when ſaluted as the mother, of the hg 75 ui, 
be it unto me according to thy word, he Aid 
p the angel, whereby Pall 1 know thin eeing 


Wears To, which the angel replied, “ I am Ga- 
iel, who ſtand in the preſence. of God, and am 


ir"! 10 ſpeak Fan” thee, aud to ſhew thee theſe 
Ti had tidings > but "becauſe thou belieyeſt nat iz 
100rds,. w. ich ſhall, be fulfilled in their ſeal bs. 


ehold thou ſhalt be dumb, and not able to peak 
Il the day that theſe things ſha} be performed.” 


The ange] then diſappeared, arid Zachatis went 
Wit of the temple to the people who waited With- 
„ and were much ſurprized at his laying fo 
mg ;, but when, he came out of the temple, 'and 
as. unable 10 Tpeak 0 them, no doubt their 
ſoniſhment was flil! greater; Zacharias made 
igns, by which they oon underſtood that he had 
en a viſion, aud was become fpcechleſs. When 
he days of his miniſtration were accompliſhed, 
Lacharias' returned to his houſe; and Elizabeth, 
s wife, according to the word of the Lord, con- 
önſtaleived and in due time brought forth a fon; Yut- 
Sul her Pregnancy the e a vile front the - 
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lice.,, This wicked woman, however, itill-thiak- 
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more especially when we conſider it — 
om 1 of a female: the ling, ve 
toka; hk — vhetheſ from Temorle; or, 
thers 462480/m 'reafon to believe, fear of 
Angvertheleſs for his /oath's fake, and thi 
Wich- fur at meat win him be ordered it to 
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e commands of the tyrant, were ſent inimediate 
a dete Johm in pyiſon; and his hdad way broi 
ima churget and gi vbn to the damſel, who preſem 
the bloody eee eon 


T0 F * 


LS FUCI3 4 vio W 1 
wWelſſee Sea un jablancholy Gi 18 ce ; 
phicd/"*the'folly-of mal unconditiopal promiſ 
thiit is 0 lay 4 making promiſes before we kn 

_ whether it win beim Gur power to perform them 
A, of whether” 'we can perform Weng, eonfiſt 
- With thi laws d, in other words, conſiſt 
Wich the! laws: of junice and equity; our imp 
Aenee, nay, our wickedneſs; is fil 1 rther heit 
ened, when ve cnfirim ſu exits by 
oatb; as in the RATE before . wy 

. "#1: te "43 FI\E W % als 0 
Da Herod, effi RAeRing . the denied 
Alle famiſel might be ſomething that it was improfiif 
oY bim to rt Hough an unconditional prom 


probably t he would make ſome tr 
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rod rather take the life of this holy man than 
Wc a promiſe unperformed which be had made 
Wore his whole court ? > 
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